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The founders of the Chinook Bicycle Club, a mixed bicycle club, 
in 1894 tended to be the same persons that founded the Chinook 
Club, a men’s social club, in 1901. Bicycle Club members, above, 
were not identified but would have represented a good cross sec- 





tion of those involved. The name “Chinook” was not commonly 
used as an identifying name in the 1890s. We believe that Charles 
Conybeare, Dr. F.H. Mewburn, and others chose it for the social 
club as earlier they had chosen it for the bicycle club. 





INTRODUCTION 


Men’s societies have long been a familiar fact of life 
in the region. As early as 1833 the famous German 
scientist, Prince Maximilian zu Wied, described 
Blackfoot men’s societies. He named seven of them 
and noted that they were age-graded. Collectively 
known as the All-Comrades, each society had its own 
regalia, songs and dances. Young men in their late 
teens joined the Mosquito Society and gradually pro- 
gressed through the other societies to the Buffalo 
Bulls Society of the older men. All except the Mos- 
quitoes and the Bulls assumed responsibilities for 
keeping order in the camps. By 1855, a new society, 
the Pigeons or Doves, had been added to the bottom 
of the series while the Buffalo Bulls had ceased to 
exist. The Horn Society has been the most secret and 
most respected men’s organization among the 
Blackfoot for the last 100 or more years. 

Efforts to start a white men’s society or social club 
in Lethbridge began in earnest in 1900. A prime 
mover was local lawyer Charles Frederick Pringle 
Conybeare. In March 1901, the founding committee 
decided to go public and announced that it intended 
to apply for incorporation. An ordinance to incor- 
porate ‘“‘The Chinook Club” was passed by the North- 
West Territorial Council and was assented to on 12 
June 1901. Four downtown lots and the original 
Lethbridge School building were purchased from 
Elliott Torrance Galt, general manager of the Alber- 
ta Railway and Coal Company, in a complicated deal 
whereby Charles Broughton Bowman and Frederick 
William Downer put up the $1,300 purchase price and 
took clear title to the property as security.The 
Chinook Club opened its doors to members on 7 
November 1901. There was no ceremony involved. 
Refurbishing of the building was complete, a steward 
(Fred Rooney of Regina) had been hired, and the 34 
members simply moved in. 

It must have taken courage and unbounded op- 
timism for the 22 founding members to start a social 
club, complete with hired steward, in the Lethbridge 
of 1901. A world-wide depression began in 1893 with 
financial panic in the stock markets, followed by cur- 
tailment of investment, runs on gold and precious 
metals, widespread business failures, and much 
unemployment. The depression did not run its course 
until the discovery of massive amounts of gold in 
South Africa and the Klondike about 1898. The Town 
of Lethbridge was in a particularly dolorous state 
from February 1895 to September 1896. As one resi- 
dent expressed it, “Everybody was ready to fly the 
coop!”’ The election of a Liberal administration in Ot- 
tawa in 1896 sparked hopes of less restrictive im- 
migration and agricultural policies and promised a 
start on the long-delayed irrigation of the semiarid 


lands of the region. The population of Lethbridge in 
1901 was 2,072, a gain of only 594 persons in the 
previous 11 years. 

Nevertheless, the Chinook Club was formed, its 
establishment in keeping with British tradition 
whereby “The Club” was an integral and unique way 
of male social life throughout the Empire. Such male- 
only bastions had never appealed to continental 
Europeans nor did they ever become widely popular 
in the United States, the country that gave men’s 
service clubs to the world. 


Calgary’s Ranchmen’s Club, founded in 1891, 
outlined the development and spread of the British 
Club in a 34-page booklet on its own history. 

The booklet mentioned in its introduction that the 
first British clubs were based in London and were in 
reality political clubs, which met in local public 
houses of the time. Ben Jonson, the playwright, in 
1616 founded the Apollo Club, which met in London’s 
Devil Tavern by Temple Bar. About the same time 
the Bread Street Club was organized by Sir Walter 
Raleigh and met in the Mermaid Tavern. White’s, 
still one of the great continuing clubs in England, 
began as a Tory stronghold in 1693 and became a 
private club in 1736. Brooks’ was White’s Whig 
counterpart. Boodle’s, named after a long-term 
manager, was founded in 1763 and, with White’s and 
Brooks’, became an important social club in the 
British tradition. Still other well-known male-only 
London bastions include the 177-year old Canada 
Club, the Athenaeum, and the Carlton. All are still 
in existence but all are finding it difficult to main- 
tain their men-only status. 

Men’s clubs reached their full flowering in India 
in the days of the British Raj. There are still dozens 


of them across India, carrying such English names 


as the Willingdon, the Gymkhana and the 
Chelmsford. They cater now to India’s rich, Wester- 
nized elite and to high government officials. 

British-style clubdom has been under seige in the 
United States for the last 15 or 20 years. Groups of 
organizations in the larger centres where such clubs 
exist have formed ‘‘Private clubs discrimination pro- 
jects.”’ These regularly picket and harass such 
prestigious establishments as Washington’s Cosmos 
Club and New York’s Century Club. 


British clubs have a long history in Canada, a 
reflection of our colonial heritage. A few of the bet- 
ter known are Montreal’s St. James and Beaver 
Clubs, Winnipeg’s Manitoba Club, and Victoria’s 
Union Club. In Alberta, the gentlemen’s private club 
was brought to the range country by English and 
eastern Canadian ranch owners. Alberta’s first 





private men’s club was the Ranchmen’s Club of of the early Alberta men’s clubs in that it has always 
Calgary, followed by High River’s High River Club, been a meeting place for the town’s business and pro- 
Medicine Hat’s Cypress Club, and Lethbridge’s fessional men rather than for the comparative hand- 
Chinook Club. The Chinook Club differed from most ful of nearby ranchers. 
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An aluminum trade token (inset), was the only such token sun setting behind the Rocky Mountains to the west of the 
ever issued by the Chinook Club. The other impressions city. 
depict the Chinook Club’s corporate seal, which shows the 


TRADE TOKEN 


A few examples of an aluminum trade token 
issued by the Lethbridge Chinook Club in 1904 
have survived in private collections. The trade 
tokens were made to be used by the club 
steward. They were about the size of a 25-cent 
piece and had the words ‘‘Chinook Club”’ on the 
obverse, ‘“‘Lethbridge Alberta Canada”’ on the 
reverse. 

Five hundred trade tokens, called aluminum 
checks at the time, were ordered following an 
11 February 1904 executive committee meeting. 
The relevant motion was: ‘“‘Moved by P. L. 
Naismith, seconded by T. D. Kevin: That 500 
Aluminum Checks be purchased for steward’s 
use.’’ The tokens were ordered from the Ford 
Stationery Company, 407 Main, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, and cost $43.00. 

The tokens were the subject of another mo- 


tion at an executive meeting on 14 April, 
presumably after receipt of the order: ‘‘Moved 
by W. C. Ives, seconded by J. E. Lethbridge: 
That 500 checks aluminum 25-cent size with 
words ‘Chinook Club’ on one side Lethbridge 
Alta on reverse.”’ (This motion, which doesn’t 
make much sense, is given exactly as it ap- 
peared in the handwritten minutes of the 
meeting. It seemed to be an attempt to 
authorize payment of the account.) 

The Chinook Club token is designated R8 on 
the Canadian Numismatic Research Society’s 
rarity scale, meaning that only three to five ex- 
amples are known to exist. The tokens are round 
in shape and 25 mm in diameter. The suggested 
value to collectors in 1987 is from $25 to $50 
each, depending upon condition and continued 
scarcity. 
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The two-roomed wooden Lethbridge School, founded in 1886. 
Teachers were Bruce Latimer and Miss Margaret Duff. A brick 
Central School was built in 1890 and the Lethbridge School, no 


Westminster House, long-time residence of the Frederick 
William Downer family. In 1944 Downer sold the property to the 
Chinook Club for $7,700. He arrived at this figure by multiplying 


longer needed, reverted to Elliott Torrance Galt, donor of the 
property. Galt sold the school and the five lots on which it stood 
to the Chinook Club in 1901. 


a& 





his age (77) by $100 per year. The property was probably worth 
three or four times that amount in the mid-1940’s. 
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HISTORY OF 
THE CHINOOK CLUB 


The 1886 Lethbridge School 


Located on the northwest corner of the intersec- 
tion of Glyn and Dufferin Streets (7 St and 4 Av S), 
a two-roomed, wooden frame school, called the 
Lethbridge School, operated from 1886 to 1891. 
It was the first public school in the unincorporated 
town of Lethbridge although there was an earlier 
private school. The land belonged to the North 
Western Coal and Navigation Company (Limited) 
and, with the opening of a new Central School in 
1891, the old schoolhouse and its four town lots 


A Chinook Arch over downtown Lethbridge in 1921. The Arch is 


Club to sell the property to them for $1,500, 
repayable in three years.”’ The property referred to 
was lots 20 to 23, Block 33, plus the schoolhouse. Pur- 
chase price was $1,300; the remaining $200 was to 
be used to adapt the building for club purposes. The 
Club executive committee approved these ar- 
rangements and, on 29 July 1901, Galt transferred 
the property to Bowman and Downer. And as per the 


reverted to Elliott Galt, the general manager of the 
coal and railway companies. 

In 1901, the newly-organized Chinook Club wanted 
the property. Since the club had no money at the 
time, members Charles B. Bowman and Fred W. 
Downer proposed that “‘We will advance the sum of 
$1,500 to the Club, the Club to pay interest thereon 
at the rate of seven percent per annum. We will re- 
quire the title to issue direct from Mr. Galt to 
ourselves. We will enter into an agreement with the 





not as clearly defined as many of those often seen in the region. 


agreement, Bowman and Downer turned the proper- 
ty over to the Chinook Club on 21 October 1904. 
When the Chinook Club built a more elaborate 
clubhouse in 1905, the wooden former schoolhouse 
was moved across the street to three lots on the 
southwest corner of the intersection, then sold to the 
St. George Club. The St. George Club changed its 
name to the Empire Club and moved into its newly- 








renovated building in January 1906. The Empire 
Club, also a men-only club, seemed to provide many 
of the same social services as the Chinook Club but 
apparently did not sell liquor. 

The Empire Club was short-lived and was no 
longer listed in city directories by 1909. By 1915, the 
old Empire Club building was occupied by the Trades 
and Labour Council and was called the Trade Union 
Hall. And by the early 1920s, a service station oc- 
cupied the site, the old schoolhouse likely being 
demolished or moved about this time. The Marquis 
Hotel was built on the property between November 
1927 and June 1928, closing in its turn in November 
1985. 

I might digress briefly to discuss the later land use 
history of the Chinook Club property. It was transfer- 
red to the City of Lethbridge on 22 June 1922, the 
building having been rented by the city from the Club 





as a City Hall from 14 June 1917. There were two 
quick sales of the former Chinook Club property to 
local businessmen in 1946, sales that were the sub- 
ject of some local gossip. The land and building were 
acquired from the city by Henry W. Becker on 23 
January and resold to Mark McMahon on 31 
January. A city hall was built and opened in 1949. 
Because of several delays in completion of the new 
city hall, McMahon had to threaten court action to 
get city officers out of his building. On 5 January 
1950, McMahon sold the property to the Royal Bank 
of Canada, which demolished the old clubrooms-cum- 
city hall to make way for a modern bank. 
Executive meetings of the Chinook Club were held 
from 13 July 1901, first in the law office of Conybeare 
& Ives, then in William Colpman’s home, finally in 
the Dominion Land Office. On 4 November the ex- 
ecutive began to meet in the Clubrooms. At a 


meeting in the Dominion Land Office on 4 October 
1901 the executive went over the House Rules of the 
Assiniboia Club (Regina) and decided to adopt them. 

The Chinook Club suffered its first major embar- 
rassment on the day it opened its doors to members. 
A meeting had been called, its purpose to elect of- 
ficers and approve candidates for membership. 
William Duncan Livingstone Hardie, mines 
superintendent with the Galt company and later 
mayor of the city from 1913 to 1928, was proposed 
for membership by two Club officers but was 
blackballed by four members, then the number need- 
ed to defeat the nomination. Hardie was livid, club 
officials aghast. An emergency meeting of the ex- 
ecutive was called for 8 November and, to no one’s 
surprise, the election of 7 November was declared il- 
legal on a technicality and a new ballot was called. 
The new vote was taken on 7 March 1902 and, again 
to no one’s surprise, Hardie was elected unanimous- 
ly. He immediately submitted his letter of resigna- 
tion, which was accepted with regret. (Hardie re- 
joined the Club on 7 December 1906.) 

The first publications ordered for the reading room 
were: Winnipeg Free Press, Montreal Daily Star, 
Toronto Daily Globe, Lethbridge News, Great Falls 
Tribune, Illustrated London News, U. S. Addition, 
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Charles Broughton Bowman 


New York Life, Harper’s Monthly, Graphic, Century, 
Strand, Royal, Field, Nineteenth Century, Literary 
Digest, Saturday Review, Canadian Magazine, and 
the Illustrated, Sporting, Dramatic and Navy & Ar- 
my magazines. Additions and deletions to the 
subscription list were made from time to time. These 
publications were auctioned off about twice a year, 
a practice that continued as long as the Club 
subscribed to such an impressive list of newspapers 
and magazines. 


The Town of Lethbridge installed waterworks and 
sewer services in 1904, the system becoming opera- 
tional on 1 January 1905. On 7 July 1904, the Club 
applied for ‘‘one tap on Waterworks system, as per 
form received.”’ Both water and sewer connections 
were applied for on 6 October. Later a tap and sink 
were installed in the steward’s room for $45 by Hick 
& Wakely, plumbers. 


An interesting development took place at a 
meeting in the clubrooms on 5 February 1903 when 
this resolution was approved: ‘‘That the House Com- 
mittee shall have power to set aside one afternoon 
a week as Ladies Day.” Thus, contrary to popular 
belief, ladies have always been part of the Chinook ' 
Club, albeit on a very restricted basis. 





Frederick William Downer 








The 1905 Clubrooms 


On 13 April 1905, the Lethbridge News carried an 
announcement that “‘The Chinook Club is preparing 
to build an attractive brick clubhouse on its proper- 
ty east of Knox Church.” (The property referred to, 
of course, was four lots on the northwest corner of 
modern 7th Street and 4th Avenue South, purchas- 
ed by Bowman and Downer in 1901.) The announce- 
ment had its genesis at the annual meeting of 20 Oc- 
tober 1904 when a motion was passed: ‘‘That this 
meeting strongly recommend to the incoming Com- 
mittee that they take into consideration the question 
of erecting a new club house, and that to that end, 
plans to be obtained for consideration and be submit- 
ted at as early a date as possible to a meeting of 
members of the Club.”’ Charles Raley, an architect 
then working as a draughtsman with the Alberta 
Railway & Irrigation Company, was asked by com- 
mittee member P. L. Naismith to draw up plans for 
a new building. 

Raley exhibited his plans and went over his 
specifications at a special meeting on 23 March 1905. 
Upon approval tenders were called on a three-storey 
building with Mansard roof, the contract being 
awarded on 6 June to William Oliver on a bid of 
$7,999. The work was to be paid for by issuing $100 
debentures to the amount of $9,000. In July a con- 
tract for $300 was awarded to Hick & Wakely for 
heating the new building. (Fireplaces were converted 
from coal to gas on 13 September 1913 although 
natural gas lines had been laid throughout the city 
about 15 months earlier.) 

The Chinook Club took possession of its fine new 
building on Saturday, 4 November 1905. A few 
months later a reporter had this to say about the new 
facility: “‘The Chinook Club is located in a building 
newly opened, and is one of the prettiest club houses 
between Winnipeg and Vancouver, and this means 
much, for western club life has greatly developed dur- 
ing the last few years and at Regina, Calgary, Ed- 
monton and Medicine Hat on the plains and at 
Rossland and Nelson in the mountains the club forms 
an agreeable centre for social intercourse, especially 
among the bachelors, who abound in these places.”’ 

In December, the Club received a set of Flemish 
oak furniture consisting of writing tables, deal table 
and several chairs. It gave the Club an appearance 
of beauty and completeness. An English billiard table 
was on order for the reception room on the second 
floor where a mantle and fireplace were soon to be 
completed. The steward, then Mr. Murray, kept “‘this 
luxurious, ideal resort in a spic and span condition.” 
Prices make interesting reading 82 years later: four 
chairs, $7.50; one writing table, $15; one writing 
table, $10; plus three round tables, rugs, curtains and 




























cork matting, $13.50. The steward was paid $60 per 
month and was expected to work from 11 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m., 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., and 8 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. six days 
a week. He was entitled to one week off for annual 
vacation. 

In April 1906 a special meeting was called to go 
over needed alterations with Wm. Oliver, the contrac- 
tor. The fireplaces were not finished, for example. 
Also, a committee was struck to get the grounds in- 
to shape, specifically to plant trees and to put in a 
lawn. Additional publications for the reading room 
included Punch , The Calgary Eye Opener , The 
Southern Alberta Daily News , The Lethbridge 
Herald , The Spokane Chronicle , The Nelson News 
, Cosmopolitan , McClure’s , London Weekly Times 
, Puck , Sketch , Blackwoods, Collier’s Weekly, Satur- 
day Evening Post , Hampton’s Country, Life of 
America , and Outing. 

On 12 March 1908, the old frontiersman George 
Washington (Daddy) Houk, then in the wholesale li- 
quor business in Lethbridge, presented ‘‘a beautiful 
work of art (a painting) to the Club to be placed in 
the second club room upstairs.’”” On 16 May 1910, 
Charles Alexander Magrath, ..a charter member, 
presented books to the Club library. (At time of 
writing both the Houk painting and the Magrath 
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The Chinook Clubrooms about 1912 with the Provincial 
Courthouse off to the left. Automobile rallies were common at the 


books appeared to have vanished.) And on 25 May 
1911, $200 was allotted to purchase a set of enlarg- 
ed photographs of Lethbridge scenes from local 
photographer A. Rafton-Canning; the set is now in 
the Sir Alexander Galt Museum archives. 

By October 1909 there was need for more space. 
A contractor, W. J. Williams, was asked to prepare 
plans for an addition to the west of the original 
building. By 11 November, Williams’ plans had been 
discussed, revised and re-submitted, and specifica- 
tions had been drawn up and tenders called. Hotson 
& Leader, general contractors, were awarded the job 
on a bid of $14,492. There were complaints about 
delays on the part of the contractor but, by 30 
December 1910, plans were in place to open the new 
addition with a banquet and dance. Each member 
was assessed $5.00 to pay expenses and was entitl- 
ed to invite two guests in addition to members of his 
family. This was the Club’s first major function and 
it turned out to be a resounding success. 

The third floor was finished and furnished in 1909 
also. Rooms were made available to members, at least 
on a temporary basis; Judge W. Roland Winter of the 


13. 


time and most left from the Chinook Club corner. It was an all- 
day trip to, for example, Warner and return. 


District Court stayed there in 1912, for example. 
The Chinook Club generally was a financial and 
social success from its opening in November 1901 un- 
til late 1911. Money was borrowed, or debentures 
issued, according to need and it was never much of 
a problem to meet current obligations. Sales of wine 
and cigars amounted to $1,777 in 1908 and $11,302 
in 1911. This changed in 1912 when, for the first time, 
expenses began to creep ahead of revenue. (The 
downturn in Chinook Club fortunes came surprising- 
ly early because the western Canadian real estate and 
building boom did not collapse until early 1913.) 
Immediate steps were taken to reduce expenses or 
increase revenue. A room was enlarged and rented 
to the Board of Trade for its noon luncheon meetings. 
The second steward was caught stealing and was 
fired. By December organizational changes had been 
made whereby W. J. Coward was hired as a combined 
steward-secretary and was asked to live in the Club 
and to give his entire time to it. The executive com- 
mittee fretted about initiation fees; there were several 
categories (privileged, resident, non-resident, and 
transient) and new members tended to opt for the 

















cheaper ones. The annual ball was cancelled. Regina’s 
Assiniboia Club’s constitution and by-laws, adopted 
in 1901, were thought to be faulty and those of 
Calgary’s Ranchmen’s Club were posted to be voted 
on for acceptance or rejection at the February 1912 
annual meeting. Various clubs were contacted with 
a view to exchanging privileges: Alberta Club 
(Calgary), Assiniboia Club (Regina), Cranbrook Club 
(Cranbrook), Cypress Club (Medicine Hat), Ran- 
chmen’s Club (Calgary), Saskatoon Club (Saskatoon), 
and clubs at Macleod, Moose Jaw, Nelson, and 
Rossland. On 1 February 1915, club privileges were 
extended to all commissioned officers in the armed 
forces. Club members were retained on the member- 
ship role upon enlistment in the services and for three 
months following discharge. 

More seriously, deficit financing was undertaken 
to get through what was seen as a temporary set- 
back. The Club borrowed $7,500 from the Merchants 
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George Merrick Hatch’s McLaughlin car (left) in front of the 
Chinook Club on 13 October 1912. A week later, when parked in 


14. 


Bank of Canada on a second mortgage. This debt, 
and an earlier mortgage for $20,000, were not paid 
off until the Chinook Club sold its property to the 
City of Lethbridge in 1922. 


Another prominent citizen, John L. Manwaring, 
one-time editor of the News and secretary of the 
Board of Trade, had his membership application 
blackballed on 1 May 1912, again to the intense em- 
barrassment of more responsible club members. His 
application was quickly approved on 9 May on a mo- 
tion by W. C. Ives, later Alberta’s famed ‘‘Cowboy 
Judge.” A dining room was started in February 1914 
and was an initial success. However, by August it 
was referred to as a grill and was discontinued for 
lack of business. 


All in all the period 1911 to 1915 was a difficult 
one for the Chinook Club—and it was due to get a 
lot worse! 


, the same place, leaking acetylene gas from the headlights on this 
car ignited in the first recorded car fire in Lethbridge. 





Prohibition 


The Chinook Club was dealt a body blow on 19 
April 1916, when Chapter 4 of the Statutes of Alber- 
ta, ‘An Act respecting the Sale of Intoxicating Li- 
quors’’ (the infamous prohibition act), was enacted 
and received Royal assent. A copy of the 1916 
Statutes was found in the surviving records of the 
Club and it is apparent that much study was given 
to Chapter 4, the short title of which was ‘‘The Li- 
quor Act.”’ Chinook Club officials marked Section 54, 
which said that anyone charged under the act was 
obliged ‘‘to prove that he did not commit the offence 
with which he is so charged,”’ and underlined Section 
55, which stated that any indication of liquor in ex- 
cess of one quart of spirits or two gallons of malt li- 
quor being kept on any premises was deemed prima 
facie evidence of unlawful sale. 

The Lethbridge Daily Herald on 30 June 1916 car- 
ried a feature entitled ‘‘What The New Act Means.”’ 
It began: ‘‘Tonight at ten o’clock every hotel bar in 
Alberta will close and will not reopen. At midnight 
every club bar will close and will not reopen. At mid- 
night the new liquor act, which creates Alberta a dry 
province, will come into force and effect, and no more 
liquor will be sold except under the great restrictions 
of the new act.’’ A summary of the act followed. 





News accounts on 30 June started in this vein: 
“Tomorrow is July the Thirst—the Thirsty First, and 
every hotel in the city will be closed up tight, shut- 
ters drawn and double padlocked on the outside. The 
dry days have come.” The Herald’s editor wrote, 
‘The wet season ends tonight. We do not mean the 
rainy season, because we have no vision of a conclu- 
sion to the downpours from above. The selling of wet 
goods of an intoxicating nature from behind counters 
of mahogany, we do know, ceases in Alberta at ten 
o’clock, June 30, 1916. The people of Alberta 
rendered this decision about a year ago, and the peo- 
ple rule.’ 

Passage of the act was devastating to the Chinook 
Club. Notice of a 15 July meeting to discuss plans 
read: ‘“The Chinook Club, the handsome club quarters 
of many Lethbridge businessmen, is making prepara- 
tions to meet the new temperance conditions and has 
a proposal which will be considered at a general 
meeting. The proposal includes the transformation 
of the present billiard room into a tea and ice cream 
parlour and the admission of ladies to the club.” Ap- 
parently these changes were made because, in June 
1917, a news item read, “In spite of the very windy 
afternoon, the Chinook Club tea room was crowded 








all yesterday afternoon, when the ladies of the Red 
Cross society served tea.’’ And a second item read 
‘Regular Board of Trade lunch in the Chinook Club 
at 12:30 sharp.” 

It was all a far cry from marathon poker sessions 
on Tuesday and Saturday nights and an environment 
where, according to one Chinook Club ‘‘widow,”’ the 
boys drank, smoked cigars, and spat a lot! (There 
were half a dozen big brass spitoons around the Club 
until after the Second World War.) 

An era ended for the Chinook Club in 1917. Discus- 
sions had gone on for several months but, on 28 
March, directors detailed a proposal for submission 
to council for the purchase of Club property for 
$30,000 for use as a city hall. The four lots on which 
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The Royal Bank of Canada building at 4th Avenue and 7th 
Street South, a corner occupied in turn by the Lethbridge 


years, an option that was exercised in 1922. 


A minor complication developed on 9 June and the 
Herald reported: ‘‘City council has not yet received 
the revised lease of the Chinook Club property from 
the directors of that body, and while it is not likely 
there will be any hitch, the mayor declares that the 
city is not yet committed on the plan. The club is go- 
ing ahead as though there was no danger of the city 
turning the offer down and has leased the old Nourse 
house on the corner of 4 Av and 12 St S.”’ Needless 
to say, the club soon provided the city with the revis- 
ed lease and an agreement was signed. 


Remodelling of the Chinook Club’s 1905 building 
began on 5 July and offices were occupied by 15 Ju- 
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the clubrooms stood were assessed at $7,000 each, 
the building at $18,900, for a total assessable value 
of $46,900. The lease on the city’s Second Avenue 
South Donnan Block offices was due to expire in 
December. And the No. 1 Fire Hall or Municipal 
Public Building was totally inadequate for the fire 
department, police department, city clerk’s office, 
mayor’s office, and council chambers. By 30 April a 
deal had been struck whereby the city would take 
over the Chinook Club property on 1 July and con- 
vert it to a city hall, police station, magistrate’s 
court, and other civic facilities. The city agreed to pay 
a rental of $1,900 per year plus taxes, then about 
$1,100 per year. The lease contained an option to buy 
the property for $30,000 anytime in the next five 


School (1886-1890), the Chinook Club (1901-1917), the City Hall 
(1971-1949) and the Royal Bank (1950-). 


ly. A vault was installed in the basement. The 
strangers’ room was fitted up for the city clerk. The 
mayor's office was located in the reading room, which 
was used also as the council chamber. The police us- 
ed the room formerly occupied by the bar with the 
cells located in the basement. A wing was used as 
general offices for the accounting and assessment 
departments. Commissioners A. M. Grace and Man- 
fred Freeman were housed upstairs. For nearly the 
first time in the city’s history, civic officers were 
under one roof in a central location. The city ad- 
ministration was to be there for the next 32 years. 
Prohibition ended in November 1923 but it was too 
late for the Chinook Club, which never again attained 
the grandeur it had enjoyed from 1905 to 1916. 





The Wanderers 


While the city was getting ready to move into the 
Chinook Club’s 1905 clubhouse, that organization at- 
tempted to secure a lease on the former Nourse home 
at 1121-4 Av S. Mr. C. G. K. Nourse was an early 
manager of the Canadian Bank of Commerce in 
Lethbridge and an active member of the Board of 
Trade. (He was president of the latter in 1909-1910.) 
About 1914 he was transferred to Calgary. The house 
was rented briefly by John B. Wilkie, of Wilkie -& 
Stephens, Insurance Agents, then by Peter Lund, a 
lumberman with extensive business interests in the 
area. On 9 June 1917, the Chinook Club announced 
that it had rented the property. 

Little information has come down to us about the 
Chinook Club’s occupancy of the house. One senses 
that it was not altogether satisfactory although both 
the house and grounds were large and commodious 
and there must have been ample space for Chinook 
Club activities. There was a degree of privacy and 
the location was fairly central, even in 1917-1927. 
There are indications that the owner, presumably still 
C. G. K. Nourse, did not wish to sell while the 
Chinook Club was reluctant to pay rent continually. 

On 21 April 1927, the matter of securing new 
premises was again discussed. There is no doubt that 
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The Nourse House, built by C.G.K. Nourse, manager of the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce around 1909. The house was 
rented by the Chinook Club from 1917 to 1927. 


ae 


club members wanted desperately to get back 
downtown. A committee consisting of John Marnock, 
Harry W. Menzie and James S. Kirkham was nam- 
ed to go into the matter fully and report to the next 
meeting. Their report, submitted to an executive 
meeting on 4 October, said it was not possible to 
secure the property then occupied by Dr. James E. 
Lovering at 812-3 Av S, nor the Bank of Montreal 
property then occupied by manager N. V. R. Huus 
at 803-3 Av S. Huus was given a firm offer of $70 
per month for a lease but no agreement was reach- 
ed. Other sites were discussed and the following 
resolution was passed: ‘‘That the president name a 
committee to look over the different sites and report 
to a meeting at a later date.’’ The second committee 
consisted of R. W. Kellog, G. H. Roy, J. Blair, and 
J. S. Kirkham 

Minutes of a 5 November meeting read in part: 
“The meeting was called to order, outlining what had 
been done by the executive toward securing new 
premises for the club, mentioning particularly the 
Gallivan property as to price, terms, etc. A decision 
was made to rescind a 1923 motion and to use a 
$1,000 Great War Victory bond to purchase the 
Gallivan property from Ellison Milling Company. 





In 1927 and earlier the Dr. M.V. Gallivan House occupied 
these lots at the corner of 8rd Avenue and 12th Street South. 
The Chinook Club purchased the Gallivan House for its 
clubrooms in 1927 and occupied it until 1944. 
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One of many cartoons depicting Club activities, drawn by 
member V.S. Pawney. Shown here, L-R, are: H. Menzies, W.A.R. 


(Staff Sergeant Michael V. Gallivan, RNWMP 

, veterinary surgeon, had lived at 1119-3 Av S for 
several years. Gallivan worked at what is now the 
Animal Diseases Research Institute and, with Dr. E. 
A. Watson, was co-discoverer of a trypanosome, a 
blood parasite that caused dourine, then a serious 
disease in horses. The 1923 motion mentioned above 
was: ‘That $1,000 be invested in Victory bonds to be 
set aside with a view to building new club premises, 
said investment not to be touched without a vote of 
a members’ meeting.) 

Gallivan was still in the house in 1920-1921 but by 
1925 it was occupied by the Alberta Conservatory 
of Music. In 1927 the building was the home of Rev. 
Ernest O. Forde, Baptist minister. 

Purchase of the Gallivan property must have 
taken place almost immediately because the Club was 
in the new building by 19 December. In his report 
to the annual meeting of 22 February 1928, President 
P. V. Lewis outlined club activities in 1927 and refer- 
red to the purchase of the new clubrooms. Deane R. 
Yates was thanked for presentation of carpets for use 
in the new facility. Considerable discussion took place 
over an amount of $200 received from the sale of ‘the 
barn,‘ which was located on the property. 
Presumably it dated to a time when everyone kept 
a saddle horse or driving team in a barn out back of 
the house. Also, the secretary got $8 for the chicken 
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Cocq, Joe Sutton, D. Donald and J. Haimes. 


house then on the property. The $200 was given to 
Ellison Milling Company as part payment of the pur- 
chase price. Judge J. A. Jackson of the District Court 
took exception to the way the deal had been handled 
and, in an attempt to legalize the action after the fact, 
moved that this annual meeting approves the pur- 
chase of the present Chinook Club and the action of 
the committee. 

Although money was tight—fees were raised in 
1928 to cover a $350 deficit—floor and stair cover- 
ings were purchased and chairs were repaired. John 
Marnock, a resident/employee of the Club, had his 
rent boosted to $15 per month. In 1929, subscriptions 
were renewed to Canadian Magazine, Argonaut, 
World’s Work, National Geographic, Graphic, II- 
lustrated Sports & Dramatics Magazine, Review of 
Réviews, Life, Literary Digest, Macleans, Vancouver 
Sun, Spokane Review, Montreal Star, Toronto Globe, 
Saturday Night, Winnipeg Free Press, Calgary 
Herald, and Chicago Tribune. 

Members came and went, often departing with 
sizeable amounts left owing. The executive spent a 
lot of time on these overdue accounts, billing the 
delinquent ex-members, even turning the occasional 
name over to a law firm for collection. Most of the 
latter were eventually declared uncollectible. 

On 11 September 1929, C. B. Bowman resigned 
from the Club, presumably for health reasons. 
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Bowman remained in touch with the Club, however, 
because on 22 May 1934 members held a social even- 
ing to honor him and Fred W. Downer, by that time 
the only two charter members still in Lethbridge. 
Bowman died in Victoria in May 1949, Downer in 
Lethbridge in June 1953. 

The twice weekly poker games were often the sub- 
ject of discussion at executive meetings. A 10-cent 
limit on raises in poker games was encouraged but 
oral tradition has it that sizeable amounts of money 
often changed hands at these sessions. The, 9 
December 1929 minutes had an entry: ‘Poker 
games—the secretary reported that there were a cou- 
ple of kitties outstanding and that he did not know 
who to collect from as no one was held responsible.”’ 
A year or two later the poker games again got out 
of hand and the suggestion was made to close the 
Club at a pre-determined hour unless the poker 
players agreed to end their games by 2:00 a.m. 
However, occasional all-night poker games continued 
until the 1950s—and on rare occasions today! 

Club members got itchy feet again in 1931 when 
the matter of moving the club rooms down closer to 
the business centre was taken up and discussed at 
some length. Members expressed themselves as for 
or against the move with the result that it was put 
into the hands of a committee. On 3 April 1931, the 
committee reported ‘that in view of the present finan- 
cial condition and the unlikely value of any change 
at this time, no move be made in location of the Club 
until the present premises are paid for. 

Generally, the 1930s seemed to be as dreary a time 
for the Chinook Club as it was for most other parts 
vu. society. In 1935, president Charles MacMillan 
discussed the apparently dismal finances of the club, 
the lack of interest and the small membership. Fred 
Downer proposed a reduction in dues to two dollars 
per month, contingent upon securing 20 new 





The Chinook Club (right) and the Provincial Courthouse (left). 


The photograph was taken around 1915, just before the Province 
of Alberta enacted Prohibition, with the consequent decline in 
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members, the new members to be given Club 
privileges immediately with dues to start in the new 
year. Within a week, 30 new members had been 
signed up. 

Nevertheless, the unrelieved gloom continued. In 
1936 a committee submitted a pessimistic report, 
saying: ‘We found a serious situation. The member- 
ship has sunk to about 40, dues are not being paid, 
some mercantile accounts were and are unpaid, there 
is asum of back wages owing to our steward and un- 
paid city taxes amount to a serious sum.‘ Commit- 
tee members tried to arrange a loan to consolidate 
Club debts but were unable to do so. The attitude 
among lenders was ‘we do not see why an outsider 
should loan the Club money when its own business 
membership has failed to do so. 

There was a spark of excitement in the early 1940s 


when a young police constable, James Harold 
Carpenter, raided the Chinook Club and carted off 
its liquor supply. However, young constables in those 
days were no match for the collective influence of the 
Chinook Club, hence the liquor was returned and the 
charges were dropped. It is far from clear in Club 
records but Carpenter was probably right. The 
Chinook Club might have had a permit to sell and 
consume beer on the premises at the time but a li- 
quor licence does not seem to have been obtained un- 
til the provision of eating facilities in the 1950s. Un- 
til that time, liquor was brought in, probably illegal- 
ly, by the bottle by members. 

By December 1942 things had started to turn 
around and the Club’s financial position continued 
to improve through 1943, part of an overall wartime 
prosperity. Membership nearly doubled, canteen 
sales were up, and increased fees provided added 
revenue. The Board had gone from a cash deficit of 
about $2,300 in February 1942 to a surplus of about 
$500 in December. 





the fortunes of the club. In 1917, the clubrooms were leased to the 
city and became the City Hall, Police Station and Magistrate’s 
Court. 























Westminster House 


An extraordinary general meeting was called on 
2 May 1944. The president opened the meeting by 
informing members of a splendid offer by Fred W. 
Downer to sell his old home, the property known as 
Westminster House, to the Club for $7,700 cash. (The 
price was arrived at on the basis of $100 for each of 
Downer’s 77 years.) Members unanimously accepted 
the offer. Downer had lived in the house by himself 
for a time after the death of his wife in May 1933, 
being looked after by a succession of housekeepers, 
but about 1940 had moved into a unit of Strathcona 
Court, another of his properties on 4th Avenue 
South. Meanwhile, Westminster House was rented 
to Inspector Josaphat Brunet, commanding officer 
of the Lethbridge detachment Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. Downer addressed the meeting, 
pointing out that the Chinook Club had been his par- 
ticular pet for the greater part of his life. It was this 
that had prompted him to offer the premises to them 
at a figure far below its true worth. He hoped the 
Club would move in as soon as the building was 
vacated and that membership would greatly increase 
in the new quarters. 

The Chinook Club moved into Westminster House, 
1276-3 Av S, on 1 July 1944. It was able to sell its 
1119-3 Av S property for $5,000 cash. Members, 
largely by allotment, lent the Club $3,700 to assist 
, in purchasing the new premises. By the end of the 
year 40 new members had been admitted to the Club, 
$2,400 of the $3,700 allotment had been paid back, 
a mortgage of $700 and tax arrears of $210 against 
the old clubrooms had been retired, and the only ac- 
tual obligation was $1,300 still owing on the 
Westminster House purchase. 

The only problem had to do with beer, which was 
still rationed as it had been throughout the war years. 
However, representations to the Alberta Liquor Con- 
trol Board met with success and the allotment was 
increased by 50 cases per month. Also, the Club had 
fallen down on the matter of periodicals and 
newspapers but it was noteworthy that radio had 
come to play an increasingly important role in keep- 
ing Club members informed. 

The move to Westminster House was celebrated 
with an official opening party on 24 September to 
which members, wives and relatives were invited. 
Also, plans were laid to award a life membership to 
Downer at the annual meeting and to arrange for a 
portrait, suitably inscribed, to be hung in the 
clubrooms. Later, on 19 June 1947, Downer was 
honored on his 80th birthday with a men’s party and 
a presentation pipe. 

About this time Deane Roscoe Yates, called ““The 
Deacon,’’ donated his personal library to the Club. 
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Yates, a prominent southern Alberta retail lumber- 
man, was a long-time Chinook Club member. During 
discussions there he came to realize how valuable the 
addition of a cultural centre would be to the City of 
Lethbridge. When his will was probated after his 3 
June 1957 death, its terms were found to include 
$9,000 in bequests to various individuals, the rest of 
the estate to be converted to cash and divided into 
ten shares. Yates wrote: ‘‘I direct that eight shares 
shall be paid to the City of Lethbridge to be used as 
a Memorial Fund, to be known as the Genevieve E. 
Yates Memorial, to form the nucleus of a sufficient 
sum to erect in the Civic Centre a cultural building.” 
Genevieve Easton Yates, his widow, died in turn on 
10 March 1958 and the estate became available to 
the city. The initial amount of the Yates bequest was 
$200,347, which grew to $266,896 by 1965 when con- 
struction of the Yates Memorial Centre at 10 St and 
4 Av S began. 

Yates presided over the Chinook Club during 
1946-1950, the one and only time when presidential 
reports were informative and interesting. In the 1947 
report, he expounded on membership, a preoccupa- 
tion of successive Club officers since 1901. Yates 
thought that membership had to wax and wane and 
indicated elsewhere that annual turnover was in the 
order of 15 percent. A balance had to be maintained 
among the classes of membership, particularly those 
from out-of-town vs those from the city. Member- 
ships were in demand in the post-war period as the 
Club was prosperous, it was located in first class 
quarters, and much money was being spent on 
beautification of both building and grounds. At some 
time the Club had abandoned the blackballing pro- 
cedure of earlier years, with its potential for abuse 
by vicious, petty-minded men and its encouragement 
of racism and anti-Semitism. Now membership ap- 
plications were subjected to the open scrutiny of a 
committee and public posting on a bulletin board. 
Yates often made the point that the Club was not in 
the business of making money; the comfort and con- 
venience of members came first. (Adherence to this 
policy seems to have had much to do with the Club 
being in and out of financial hot water throughout 
its history.) 

In 1955, commercial television came to Lethbridge 
in the form of Station CJLH-TV, jointly owned by 
Radio Station CJOC and the Lethbridge Herald. (It 
is now CFAC-TV.) TV came to the Chinook Club 
against the wishes and better judgement of many 
members, who preferred to stay with the old ways. 
Nevertheless, TV proved to be popular and had a ma- 
jor influence on Club activities. The crowds around 
the telly for World Series baseball and Grey Cup foot- 





ball games were legendary. The comments during 
‘Front Page Challenge’ were often hilarious while 
steward Harry Knowles’ hot dogs and cold beer only 
added to the enjoyment. 

But, eventually, television more or less killed the 
twice-weekly poker sessions, held on Tuesday and 
Saturday nights, and the bridge games, held 
whenever four enthusiasts could get together. As 
time went on participants simply found it more plea- 
sant to stay at home with their families and watch 
such intellectual fare as “‘I Love Lucy’’ and ‘“The 
Honeymooners.”’ . 

Guy H. Roy, of Roy & Carr Real Estate, was a well- 
known member of the Chinook Club over many years. 
He displayed the same enthusiasm for the Club long 
shown by Fred Downer. Roy made a point of dropp- 
ing in for a few hours nearly every evening to chat 
up new members and to participate in cribbage or 
bridge games, or even poker—one of the last to do 
so. In the words of a long-time member, “By nine 
o’clock you could be sure of conversation and com- 
panionship with the arrival of Guy Roy and others.”’ 

In the post-Second World War period wages were 
gradually increased, Christmas bonuses were paid to 
the more deserving, and employees were given paid 
annual leave, Workmans Compensation Board pro- 
tection and other such benefits. But even earlier the 
Chinook Club was sometimes fortunate enough to 
secure efficient help. Popular employees over the 
years included John Marnock, Won Poy, and Harry 
and Mary Knowles. 

The first married couple to be employed by the 
Club was Andy and Edna Allen. When they left for 
Langley, B. C., in 1953, they wrote to their friends 
Harry and Mary Knowles to tell them of the vacan- 





cy. The Knowles’ proved to be very popular. Harry 
was well-informed, personable, and had a capacity to 
remember names of Club members and visitors after 
long absences. Mary was an excellent cook. The fami- 
ly lived in the third-floor apartment where their third 
daughter, Maura (Gaelic for Mary), was born. Maura 
soon became a great favorite and had “‘lots of grand- 
fathers’’ among members. Harry Knowles passed 
away in May 1972 but Mary Knowles continued to 
work at the Club until 1984. 

About 1954, several members formed The 
Gourmet Club. It soon numbered about 15, including 
Cliff Black, Fred King, Charles Chichester, Mike 
Thomas, Bill Macleod, Fred Wetherup, and Dutch 
Smith. Members were responsible in turn for menus, 
which were drawn up in consultation with Mary 
Knowles. Meals were served with appropriate wines, 
selected by the responsible member and Harry 
Knowles. The Gourmet Club proved to be popular 
and continued for about eight years. 

Roy Meredith, president in 1962-1963, was 
credited with expanding the Club Affiliations pro- 
gram. The Chinook Club from its earliest days en- 
couraged affiliation and exchange of Club privileges 
with other orgnizations. But Meredith pursued the 
program vigorously and arranged affiliation with 
such organizations as the Derrick Golf and Winter 
Club (Edmonton) and the Honolulu and Outrigger 
Canoe Clubs (Honolulu, Hawaii). In 1987, a Chinook 
Club brochure listed affiliation with 17 clubs in ma- 
jor centres, mostly in Canada. The advantage was 
all with the Chinook Club in these arrangements 
because most other clubs were larger, usually had 
first class dining facilities, and were impressive 
places at which to hold business meetings. 
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Where Now? 


By 1979, the Chinook Club found itself once again 
losing money in an aging building on a site with high 
commercial value. Once more attention turned to a 
move to new quarters and once more the downtown 
area looked attractive. A meeting on 13 March 1979 
looked at three potential sites: first, leasing of a 
3,000-square foot space in Woodward Tower; s_cond, 
Ludvik Pahulje, a developer, offered to build facilities 
in the 400 block on Stafford Drive South, or just east 
of the Hunt Building on 5 Av S; and third, the 
Lacidem (Medical spelt backwards) Building at 542-7 
St S. The Club even received a proposal to move in- 
to the old Whitney Block at 411-3 Av S. The com- 
mittee involved pointed out that the membership had 
to look at the life of their now-aged, even obsolete, 
building; potential growth of the Club at old and new 
locations; sale price of the old building; and cost of 
a new facility. In summary, “It is only a matter of 
time until we have to close the doors permanently 
unless we can turn the corner and operate at a pro- 
fit. We must start looking at alternatives before it 
is too late.” 


In June 1979, the Club got a firm offer of $370,000 
for the Westminster House property but voted it 
down “‘as it favored the purchaser.’’ Instead, a con- 
sultant was hired to look at several possibilities: sell, 
renovate, lease, merge, or build on the basis of joint 
or sole ownership. Sale or demolition of the McKen- 
zie house, a small bungalow on the property, was in- 
vestigated. But by March 1981, the flurry of interest 
seemed to have abated and, even though none of the 
problems had gone away, Club members were involv- 
ed in plans to renovate the Westminster House 
facility. 


By the 1980s, Club books were audited by profes- 
sional auditors, data processing of accounts was in- 
vestigated, and the existing manual system of listing 
financial information vs a computerized system was 
studied. Written job descriptions were prepared for 
all employees and the old master-servant relationship 
of former times ended. 


In 1987, the future of the Chinook Club is uncer- 
tain. Its membership stands at about 187 and, like 
many modern organizations, is composed of many 
older men. At one time the Club was a veritable 
Who’s Who of Lethbridge’s influential elite. And 
while political discussions were banned by the By- 
laws and Regulations, there is little doubt that a lot 
of scheming went on in the Club in regard to 
municipal politics and civic affairs generally. Also, 
the Club provided an excellent place to meet in com- 
plete privacy. Members have indicated to me that, 


in the past for example, officers of the local Canadian 
Union of Public Employees (CUPE) were invited to 
the Club to meet civic officials, to establish their 
respective positions away from the glare of publici- 
ty, and to try and avert threatened strikes. 

But, basically, the Chinook Club was and is a place 
for friendships and relaxed company. 





CONSTITUTION 


AND 


BY-LAWS 


OF 









THE CHINOOK CLUB 









LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA 


JANUARY 1912 










Lethbridge, January 18th, 1915. 
; Please take notice that the Annual 
Meeting of the Chinook Club will be 
held on the evening of 28th January, at 
8:30 p.m. 

You are earnestly requested to be 
present. 









L. ASQUITH, 
Secretary. 
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Charles Frederick Pringle Conybeare 





Elliott Torrance Galt 











Appendix A 


Charter Members Of 
The Chinook Club 


Date of Number Name Date of Number Name 
Election Election 

Charter 1 T.D. Kevin = Nov. 1901 27 George Houk 
Charter 2 P.L. Naismith Nov. 1901 28 Wm. Henderson 
Charter 3 Wm. Colpman Nov. 1901 29 Wm. Oliver 
Charter 4 Frank Colpman = Noy. 1901 30 Ph. Vibert 
Charter 5 J.L. Stovall Nov. 1901 31 J.H. Wallace 
Charter 6 G.W. Robinson — Nov. 1901 32 E.T. Galt 
Charter 7 C.B. Bowman Noy. 1901 33 W.D.L. Hardie 
Charter 8 H. Bentley Nov. 1901 34 G.P. Aske 
Charter 9 M. Barford Nov. 1901 35 C.D. Simpson 
Charter 10 C.F.P. Conybeare Nov. 1901 36 C.E.D. Wood 
Charter 11 R.F. Reeve = Nov. 1901 37 M. McKenize* 
Charter 12 F.H. Mewburn M.D. Jan. 1902 38 H.J.A. Evans 
Charter 13 G.L. DeVeber Jan. 1902 39 W.C. Ives 
Charter 14 T.F. Kirkham Feb. 1902 40 J.H. Salisbury 
Charter 15 C.J. Atkinson Ap. 1902 41 L.M. Johnstone 
Charter 16 A.J. Fraser May 1902 42 Walter Ross 
Charter 17 G.H. Garden May 1902 43 H.A. Driggs 
Charter 18 Howell Harris May 1902 44 George Lane 
Charter 19 J.E. Lethbridge June 1902 45 E.A. Cunningham 
Charter 20 E.W. Cameron July 1902 46 J.A. McPhee 
Charter 21 C.A. Magrath = Sept. 1902 47 Chas. Rensy 
Charter 22 A.M. Grace Sept. 1902 48 J.T. Child 
Nov. 1901 23 F.W. Downer 

Nov. 1901 24 F.D. Anderson = * Malcom McKenzie was an early MLA from the 
Nov. 1901 25 T.McNabb = Macleod District. He was mainly responsible for 
Nov. 1901 26 M.E. Roy changing the name of Leavings to Granum in 1907. 
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Appendix B 
CHAPTER 37 


An Ordinance to Incorporate the Chinook Club of the 
Town of Lethbridge (Assented to June 12, 1901) 


Whereas the persons hereinafter named and others 
in the town of Lethbridge and vicinity have 
associated themselves together for the establishment 
of a club for social purposes; and 

Whereas the said persons hereinafter named have 
prayed to be incorporated by the name of “The 
Chinook Club”’ of the Town of Lethbridge in the 
North-West Territories and it is expedient to grant 
their prayer, Therefore the Lieutenant Governor by 
and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territories enacts as follows: 

1. Thomas D. Kevin, P. L. Naismith, William Col- 
pman, Frank Colpman, John L. Stovall, George W. 
Robinson, Charles Broughton Bowman, Henry 
Bentley, Maurice Barford, C. F. P. Conybeare, Robert 
F. Reeve, Francis Hamilton Mewburn, Leverett 
George DeVeber, Thomas F. Kirkham, Colin J. 
Atkinson, A. J. Fraser, G. H. Garden, Howell Har- 
ris, J. E. Lethbridge, E. Cameron, Charles A. 
Magrath, A. M. Grace and all such persons as are 
now or hereinafter shall become members of the said 
association shall be and are hereby declared to be a 
body corporate and.politic in deed and in name by 
the name of ‘‘The Chinook Club;”’ and by that name 
shall have perpetual succession and a common seal 
and shall have power from time to time and at all 
times hereafter be able and capable to purchase, ac- 
quire, hold, possess and enjoy and to have, take and 
receive to them and their successors to and for the 
actual use of the said corporation any lands, 
tenements, hereditaments and real or immovable pro- 
perty and estate situate, lying and being within the 
said town of Lethbridge and the same to sell, alienate, 
exchange and otherwise dispose of or incumber when- 
soever the said corporation shall deem it proper so 
to do; and by the said name shall and may be capable 
to sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, answer 
and be answered unto any matter whatsoever. 

2. The constitution, rules and regulations 
touching the administration of the said corporation 
shall be formulated at a meeting thereof called for 
that purpose and of which at least ten days notice 
shall be given by public advertisement or otherwise 
to all members thereof; and the constitution, rules 
and regulations then adopted shall have full force and 
effect in as far as the same shall not be inconsistent 
with the laws in force in the Territories and the pro- 
visions of this Ordinance: 

Provided always that the said corporation may 
from time to time alter, repeal and change such con- 
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stitution, rules and regulations in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 


3. The said corporation may from time to time bor- 
row money not to exceed in the whole the sum of 
$25,000 at such rate of interest and upon such terms 
as they may deem proper; and may for such purposes 
make, execute or issue any mortgages, bonds, deben- 
tures or other instruments under the seal of the said 
corporation. 


4. Any such mortgage, bond, debenture or other 
instrument shall be signed by the president of the 
said corporation and countersigned by the secretary 


5. The moneys authorized to be raised under the 
provisions of section 3 of this Ordinance shall be ap- 
plied exclusively in the purchase of a site for the club 
buildings and in the purchase, improvement or erec- 
tion of a club house and dependencies thereon 
together with necessary furniture or for the purchase 
of any freehold interest therein and in the payment 
of any mortgage or charge thereon and for the 
redemption of the said debentures and reissues as 
they become due respectively from time to time and 
at all times. 


6. No member of the corporation shall be in any 
way liable for or chargeable with the payment of any 
debt or demand due by the said corporation beyond 
the extent of the entrance fee and annual subscrip- 
tion remaining unpaid by said member and for any 
unpaid accounts he may have incurred to the corpora- 
tion for articles ordered by him in said club; and any 
member of the said club not so indebted to the said 
corporation may retire therefrom and will cease to 
be a member on giving notice to that effect in such 
form as may be required by the constitution, rules 
and regulations of the said club and thenceforth shall 
be free from liability for any debt or engagement of 
the corporation. 

7. The said corporation shall have power to draw, 
make, accept or endorse all bills of exchange and pro- 
missory notes necessary for the purposes of the said 
corporation under the hands of the president and 
secretary thereof after authority of the committee of 
the said corporation so to do; and in no case shall it 
be necessary that the seal of the corporation be af- 
fixed to any such bill or note nor shall the president 
or secretary be individually liable or responsible 
therefor: 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall be 
constructed to authorize the corporation to issue 





notes or bills of exchange payable to bearer or intend- 
ed to be circulated as money or as notes or bills of 
a bank. 

8. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore con- 
tained the said corporation shall have power to rent 
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C.F.P. Conybeare Esq, 
Lethbridge, Alta, 


Dear Sir; 

We beg to submit the following proposition for 
the consideration of the Chinook Club. 

We will advance the sum of Fifteen hundred 
dollars to the Club. The Club will pay interest thereon 
at the rate of Seven percent per annum, payable 
quarterly. 

We will require the title to issue direct from Mr. 
Galt to ourselves, free from all encumbrances and 
costs of registration. 

We will enter into an agreement with the Club 
to sell the property to them for the sum of Fifteen 
hundred dollars, repayable in three years. PROVID- 
ED that the quarterly interest on the above sum is 
paid promptly on the due date. In event of the in- 
terest falling in arrears for six months on the above 
,amount or any instalment thereof the agreement 
shall be null and void, and we shall be the absolute 
owners of the property. 


We will require the Club to keep the building in 
good repair, pay taxes and Insurance premiums on 
same, and to have the loss if any under the policy 
of Insurance on the building made payable to 


any portions of the real estate held by the said cor- 
poration upon such terms and for such period as may 
be agreed upon. 

9. This Ordinance may be cited as ‘“The Chinook 
Club Ordinance.” 


ourselves. Building to be insured to its full insurable 
value. 


The property above referred to is Lots 20, 21, 

22, 23 in Block 33 in the Town of Lethbridge together 

with all the privileges and appurtenances thereto 
belonging. 

Yours truly, 

C. B. Bowman & Fred W. Downer 


From: Minutes of an Extraordinary General Meeting, 
2 May 1944 


Mr. [Fred W.] Downer then addressed the meeting 
pointing out that the Chinook Club had been his par- 
ticular pet for the greater part of his life and it was 
only through his lifelong association that he had been 
prompted to offer the premises to the Club at a figure 
far below its true worth. He expressed a desire to see 
the Club move into its new premises as soon as they 
became available. He anticipated that the member- 
ship would greatly increase and that as time went 
on, no finer Club would exist in the Province of Alber- 
ta or, for that matter, on the prairies. 

Signed, 
President: Francis L. RhodesSecretary: E. Boulter 
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Appendix D 
1912 By-laws and Regulations 


1. This association shall be known as “The Chinook 
Club.’ 

2. Politics and religious questions of every descrip- 
tion shall be absolutely excluded from discussion in 
the club. 

3. (a) The membership of the Club shall be confined 
to men only, of the full age of 21 years. 

(b) It shall be the duty of the proposer and 
seconder of any new member to notify the Secretary 
by letter of such proposal. 

(c) Each candidate for admission shall be propos- 
ed in writing and his name be submitted to the com- 
mittee, who shall have to accept or reject such pro- 
posal. On acceptance, same shall be inserted in the 
book of candidates and signed by both mover and 
seconder; and shall be balloted for at any ballot that 
may take place after a lapse of 30 days from the time 
of such proposal, provided the name of the candidate 
and his proposer and seconder have been posted in 
the Entrance Hall by the Secretary at least 30 days 
before the date of the ballot. Provided also that the 
name of any candidate who has not been a resident 
of the city of Lethbridge for six months shall be 
posted 90 days before the ballot is taken, such can- 
didate may, however, be accepted as a visitor in the 
meantime at the discretion of the Committee. 

4. (a) No ballot shall be valid unless 19 members ac- 
tually ballot; and one black ball in 10 shall exclude. 

(b) The ballot shall take place in the club rooms 
between the hours of 10 a.m., and 12 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of each month. 

5. The entrance fee shall be $75 (in 1985, $150) and 
shall be handed to the Secretary at the time of the 
proposal, and in case of non-election of the candidate 
it shall be returned. The annual subscription shall be 
$36 (in 1985, $275), payable quarterly in advance on 
the first of January, April, July and October of each 
year, beginning on the first of April 1912. 

6. Members who have paid the full entrance fee, who 
neither reside in, nor have a place of business within 
15 miles of the city of Lethbridge, may have their 
names placed upon a list of non-resident members 
and shall have all the rights and privileges of the club 
on payment of $15 annually, payable quarterly in ad- 
vance. The word ‘year,‘ used in these By-laws and in 
the rules, shall mean the Club year commencing the 
first day of January. 

7. Any member who may be absent from the Pro- 
vince of Alberta, during the whole period for which 
the annual subscription is payable, may be con- 
sidered a supernumerary member, and may be ex- 
empted from the annual subscription during the con- 
tinuance of such absence, and shall pay in lieu thereof 
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the sum of $5 per annum: but any member availing 
himself of this indulgence must notify the same by 
letter to the Secretary, who shall insert his name in 
the list of Supernumerary Members. Any such 
member shall be re-admitted to all his privileges upon 
his return being notified in writing to the Secretary 
(such notification being given within one month of 
his return to the Province of Alberta) and upon pay- 
ment of his subscription for the then current quarter 
and failing in such notification and payment, such 
member shall be considered as having withdrawn 
himself from the Club. 

8. (a) Officers of His Majesty’s Army and Navy, and 
persons holding military and civil appointments 
under the Imperial Government who may be station- 
ed in Canada for an indefinite period, and officers of 
His Majesty’s Active Militia permanent force of the 
Dominion of Canada, and officers of the Royal North- 
West Mounted Police, and any other persons who 
shall satisfy the Committee that their residence in 
the Province of Alberta is temporary and precarious, 
and subject to be terminated by the occurrance of 
circumstances beyond their control, shall be eligible 
for election as members without payment of entrance 
fee, but subject to the payment in advance of a 
quarterly subscription of $15 to cover the three 
months (or any part thereof) terminating the first day 
of January, April, July or October, and to the By- 
laws and Regulations cf the Club generally; such 
members to be denominated ‘Privileged Members‘ 
and to enjoy all the advantages of the club, except 
that of being elected members of the committee, or 
voting in any way on the affairs of the club. Privileg- 
ed members shall be balloted for by the committee 
and not by the club. One week’s notice of ballot by 
posting in the Entrance Hall shall be sufficient, and 
one black ball in seven shall exclude. 

(b) Every candidate proposed as a privileged 
member shall be stated to be so on the list of can- 
didates for election, which is posted in the Entrance 
Hall. 

(c) The right to privileged membership may be 
withdrawn at the discretion of the Committee at the 
end of any quarter of the club year. 

(d) A privileged member pays more per year, as 
dues, than a resident member and any time when this 
excess amounts to as much as the member’s entrance 
fee, the Privileged member may become a resident 
member by making request for same to the 
Committee. 

9. {a) On the admissicn of each new member, the 
Secretary shall notify the same to him and furnish 
him with a printed copy of the By-laws and Regula- 


tions, and request him to remit the amount of his 
subscription. 

(b) No newly elected member shall be permitted 
to use the Club House or exercise any right or 
privilege of membership until his first subscription 
in addition to his entrance fee shall be paid. 

10. No member shall be admitted to vote on any oc- 
casion whatever, or enjoy any of the privileges of the 
Club, until he shall have paid whatever entrance fee 
or subscription shall be due by him. 
11. On any member failing to pay his entrance fee 
or subscription within six weeks after his admission, 
if he resides in Canada, the Secretary shall report ac- 
cordingly to the Committee, who shall cause his name 
to be erased from the list of members, unless the 
delay can be justified to the satisfaction of the 
Committee. 
12. No member shall be permitted to enter or use the 
Club House, whose subscription is one month in 
arrear. 
13. All entrance fees and quarterly subscriptions 
shall be paid to the Secretary-Treasurer. 
14. Any member whose dues and Ciub bills are all 
paid shall be at liberty to withdraw from the Club 
on his written application to that effect sent in to the 
Committee before the expiration of the period for 
which his subscription has been paid. 
15. Any member who shall withdraw, resign or be 
expelled shall cease to be a member of the Club, and 
, shall forfeit ipso facto all right or claim thereon or 
in or to its property or funds, and any member who 
shall be expelled shall forever thereafter be ineligi- 
ble to be re-admitted a member of the Club. 
16. (a) Any member willfully infringing the By-laws 
or any of the Regulations of the Club shall be liable 
to suspension or expulsion by a vote of at least six 
of the Committee present at any meeting specifical- 
ly held for that purpose, reasonable notice of such 
meeting being previously given to such member. 

(b) If any member be guilty of conduct'which in 
the opinion of the Committee, or of any ten members 
who shall certify the same in writing, is detrimental 
to the character or interests of the Club, the Com- 
mittee shall summon such member to appear before 
them to explain such conduct, and if he neglects to 
appear before the Committee or having appeared, 
shall fail to satisfy the Committee, the Committee 
may suspend such member from the privileges of the 
Club for a period not exceeding two months (but no 
such action shall be taken by the Committee unless 
at least six of their members are present), or the Com- 
mittee may call an extraordinary meeting of the Club 
to consider the matter, and it shall be competent for 
such meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present thereat, to suspend or expel such member 
from the Club. 
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17. (a) Any member shall have the privilege of in- 
troducing friends who do not reside within 15 miles 
of Lethbridge (or whose residence within that limit 
has not extended over 30 days) for a period not ex- 
ceeding two weeks; but the number of days for which 
any person shall be admitted free of charge to the 
privileges of the Club under this rule shall not ag- 
gregate more than fifteen in any one year. Any per- 
son so introduced, however, be eligible for a further 
period of one month on payment of $5 provided that 
the name of such person (with the written recommen- 
dation of two ordinary members) submitted to the 
Committee and such privilege may be extended from 
month to month on the conditions named. 

(b) The Committee are however empowered to 
alter this rule temporarily on special occasions on the 
written application of three members. 

(c) Persons introduced shall have all the 
privileges of the Club, except as to admission of 
guests or voting. 

(d) The names and addresses of all visitors shall 
be entered in a book kept in the Hall of the Club for 
the purpose and no Visitor shall be taken into any 
of the rooms of the Club until such entry has been 
made. 

(e) The Visitor introduced shall conform to all 
regulations governing membérs whilst on the 
premises, and the member introducing a Visitor shall 
be responsible for the behavior and any account of 
such Visitor. 

(f) No member shall under any circumstances in- 
troduce into the Club as a visitor anyone who has 
been an unsuccessful candidate for admission as a 
member, or whose membership is suspended or 
cancelled or anyone who has at any time in the opi- 
nion of the Committee abused the privileges of the 
Club. 


18. With the exception of friends introduced under 
the last rule, no person who is not a member shall 
be admitted to the premises of the Club at any time 
except to view the house, and he must be accom- 
panied by a member. An exception to this rule may, 
at the discretion of the Committee, be made in the 
case of the Stranger’s Room. 

19. (a) The officers of the Club shall consist of a 
President and a Vice-President, who shall be elected 
at the annual meeting in each year and a Secretary 
to be appointed as hereinafter provided. 

(b) The Club shall be governed by a committee 
to consist of the President and Vice-President and 
seven other members, of whom at the election to be 
held in 1912 four shall be elected to serve for two 
years and three for one year; at the next annual 
meeting three shall be elected to serve for two years 
and thereafter four shall be elected in the one year 
and three in the next. 





(c) At the first meeting of the Committee follow- 
ing the annual meeting it shall appoint a Secretary, 
who need not be a member of the Club and determine 
his remuneration. The Secretary shall be ex-officio 
treasurer of the club. 

(d) The said committee shall have full power to 
make such rules and regulations from time to time 
as they may think fit, not inconsistent with the Con- 
stitution, By-laws and Regulations. 

(e) No member shall be eligible for election as 
President or Vice-President or to the committee 
unless he has been nominated and seconded by writ- 


ten nomination delivered to the Secretary at least ten 
days before the annual meeting, and the Secretary 
shall forthwith upon receipt of the same, post in the 
Entrance Hall notice thereof giving the name of the 
candidate and his mover and seconder. 

(f) If any member of the Committee shall be ab- 
sent from three consecutive monthly meetings of the 
Committee the Committee shall have the power to 
remove such member. 

(g) If any member elected to serve on the Com- 
mittee shall resign or be removed, or should a vacan- 
cy occur, the Committee shall have power to choose 
a qualfied member to act in his stead until the an- 
nual meeting next ensuing, when the member so 
chosen shall retire, but shall be eligible for re-election. 
Should a vacancy occur by reason of the action of the 
members in annual meeting, the members shall at the 
same time fill the vacancy. 

20. The Committee shall meet at least once a month 
on a stated day to transect current business and to 
audit the accounts of the previous month. Five shall 
form a quorum. 

21. It shall be the duty of the Committee to take im- 
mediate cognizance of any infraction of the By-laws 
or Regulations of the Club. 

22. (a) The annual meeting of the Club shall be held 
on the last Thursday in January for the purpose of 
electing the President and Vice-President and the 
Committee for the succeeding year, at which meeting 
it shall be the duty of the Committee to present a 
report and an abstract of the state of accounts and 
general concerns of the Club for the past year, 
together with an estimate of the receipts and 
disbursements of current year; and the chair shall be 
taken at all meetings at 8 o’clock in the evening. 

(b) A quorum of ten qualified members shall be 
necessary to constitute any annual or special general 
meeting of the Club. 

23. The Committee shall have power at all times to 
convene an extraordinary general meeting of the 
Club--and the Committee shall convene such a 
meeting of the Club on a written requisition of any 
ten qualified members--on giving ten days notice to 
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be posted up during that period in the Entrance Hall 
of the Club and of which every member shall be given 
written notice thereof; specifying the object of such 
meeting in the form of a resolution; at such meeting 
no subject shall be discussed beyond that specified 
in the notice. 

24. The Club shall open every day for the reception 
of members at 8 o’clock a.m. (9 a.m. Sundays) and 
shall be closed and the lights extinguished at 1 a.m. 
25. No member shall on any pretence or in any man- 
ner whatsoever receive any profit, salary or emolu- 
ment from the funds of the Club, nor shall any 
member give any money or gratuity to any servants 
of the establishment upon any pretence whatsoever 
it being understood that this rule is not intended to 
preclude any member of the Club from selling pro- 
perty or goods or stocks or any other money 
securities to the Club, or buying any of the same from 
the Club, or to preclude the Committee from 
remunerating the Secretary for his services. 

26. No member shall take away from the Club, upon 
any pretence whatsoever, any newspaper, pamphlet, 
book, map or other article, the property of the institu- 
tion, or mutilate or deface same. 

27. (a) Any cause of complaint that may arise is to 
be written and signed by the member complaining, 
which complaint must be specifically noted by the 
committee at a regular meeting; members must not 
reprimand the servants, but any inattention or im- 
proper conduct of the servants is to be stated by let- 
ter over the signature of such member, which being 
put in the Secretary’s box must be laid before the 
Committee at their next meeting. 

(b) No servant of the Club shall be sent out of the 
house by any person (except the Secretary) upon any 
errand whatever. 

(c) No member of the Club (other than the 
Secretary, and members of the Comnmittee on 
business) shall be allowed to enter the Steward’s 
room or servants rooms and in case of any infringe- 
ment of this rule, the Secretary shall notify the 
member or members so offending and upon a second 
infringement the Committee are hereby empowered 
to suspend such member or members. 

28. (a) Any member who does not pay his in- 
debtedness incurred in the Club before he leaves the 
house, shall pay his bill at the end of each month. 

(b) The Committee shall on the 10th day of each 
month cause to be posted in the Entrance Hall the 
names of members in arrears for the previous month; 
and any member so posted, who fails to pay his bill 
by the end of the then current month shall be liable 
to suspension or expulsion under Rule 16 of the By- 
laws. 

(c) A member while posted shall not be entitled 


to any credit, but shall be entitled to the use of the 
Club until his case is dealt with by the Committee, 
and the Secretary shall notify any member posted, 
by letter, to the effect that he has been posted. 


(d) Any member giving a cheque which is 
dishonored or neglecting to pay his Club bill may be 
called upon by the Committee to resign. 

29. All games played on the Club premises shall be 
regulated by the Committee. 

30. No member is on any account to bring a dog in- 
to the Club house. 


31. Any articles of these By-laws and Regulations 
may be altered, amended or suspended for any range 
of time by consent of two-thirds of the members pre- 
sent at any general meeting specially convened for 
that purpose, or at the annual general meeting; pro- 
vided that such alteration, amendment or suspension 


shall have been specified in the notice summoning 
such meeting. And provided further that if such 
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Past Presidents Of 


Frank Hamilton Mewburn 1901-1903 
Charles Frederick Pringle Conybeare 1904-1909 
George Merrick Hatch 1910 
William Carlos Ives 1911-1912 
Robert J. Dinning 1913-1914 
Judge John Anslie Jackson 1915-1916 
John W. McNicol 1917 
Richard Andrew Smith 1918-1921 
Richard Roy Davidson 1922-1924 
Richard V. Gibbons 1925-1926 
Philip Vernon Lewis 1927 
James Stanley Kirkham 1928 
John A. Blair 1929 
James A. Perry 1930 
Frederick William Downer 1931-1932 
Andrew Brydon Hogg 1933 
William M. Harris 1935-1937 
Charles MacMillian 1935-1937 
William A. Rae 1938-1941 
Francis L. Rhodes 1942-1945 
Deane Roscoe Yates 1946-1950 


alteration, amendment or suspension is to be submit- 
ted for consideration at the annual general meeting, 
notice of the same in the form of a resolution shall 
be delivered to the Secretary in writing by the mover 
and Seconder thereof at least ten days before the date 
of the annual general meeting, and the Secretary shall 
forthwith post the same in the Entrance Hall. 

32. The Rules and Regulations of the Club shall be 
printed, and a copy sent to each member, who shall 
leave his address with the Secretary. 

33. All by-laws, rules and regulations inconsistent 
herewith are hereby repealed, provided that all per- 
sons who are members of the Club at time of the pass- 
ing hereto shall be held to be members thereof under 
and subject to the provisions thereof. 

34. The Seal of the Club shall be circular, in its cen- 
tre a group of mountains rising from the prairie, with 
the sun setting behind the mountains, surrounded by 
the words The Chinook Club, Lethbridge, Incor- 
porated 1901. 


The Chinook Club 
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Douglas G. Oland 1951-1952 
Merrit H. Smith 1953 
Michael J. Thomas 1954-1957 
Thomas B. Campbell 1958-1959 
William E. Mundell 1960-1961 
Roy Frederick Meredith 1962-1963 
Victor Evelyn Meech 1964-1965 
Hubert S. Prowse 1966 
Oswald Charles Stubbs 1967 
Raymond Norman Bower 1968-1969 
Sylvanus A. Broderich 1970 
Aidan A. Byrne 1971 
Arthur L. Larson 1972 
D. Logan Tait 1973-1974 
Frederick Thomas King 1975-1977 
Raemer Edgar G. Pepper 1978-1979 
William Robert Jacobson 1980-1981 
Allan R. Hunt 1982-1983 
Donald Wilfred Hale 1984 
David Bruce Carpenter 1985-1987 
Charles Luke Stevenson 1987 
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